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Ground Disturbance Standard  

Scope
This following ground disturbance standard focuses on the risk of contact with underground services directly related to excavations (using mechanical or manual methods) and other ground disturbance activities (such as thrusting, directional drilling and piling).  
This standard applies to all ground disturbance activities, regardless of depth.
Definitions
Ground Disturbance  	Any penetration of the ground, regardless of depth, using a tool, plant or other object, such as fence standard or post.  
Responsibilities 
Underground Services Precautions
Safe Work Methods for ground disturbance where buried services may be present must, so far as is reasonably practicable, include: 
1. Site assessment to check for visible indicators of the presence of underground services (manholes, lampposts, house-connections, cabinets, etc);
2. Obtaining current service plans from all relevant asset owners.  This may also identify the need for Close Approach Consent, mandatory stand-over or similar. 
3. Arranging for mark-out of the full scope of the planned excavation, and all buried services, on the ground to identify potential conflict points.
4. Use of Cable Avoidance Tools (CAT), or other detection technology, to assist with locating underground services.
5. Potholing using hydro-vacuum excavation, or hand-digging with non-conducting tools and wearing PPE including flame-retardant clothing and eye protection, to confirm the location and line of buried services in proximity to the planned excavation.
General precautions when doing excavation work around underground services include:
1. Be wary of the potential exposure to LIVE services when digging, even though nothing is shown on plans. This includes even the simplest of routine or repetitive jobs.
2. Never assume that services have been installed at the recommended depth. They are often shallower.
3. Don’t rely on finding marker tape or protective covers, and if found do not assume the service will be located directly below.
4. Keep a clear lookout for signs of cables and gas pipelines or laterals.

This standard is written with reference to:
· WorkSafe New Zealand Good Practice Guidelines for Excavation Safety;
· NZUAG National Code for Utilities Access to the Transport Corridors; and
· New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice (ECP) 34 – Electrical Safe Distances.
